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Prof Danie du Toit joined Technikon Pretoria in 1997 after a fruitful career at the University of Pretoria.  He holds a PhD in Medical Sciences (Human Physiology) and his thesis dealt with the role of specific biomedical markers in sperm mobility with reference to contraception.  Prof du Toit combines academic and professional knowledge and experience with training and financial management acumen in the successful management of business units within large academic environments.  He is responsible for the day-to-day running of the Department of Biomedical Sciences, for its strategic direction, human resources, financial viability and maintenance of academic standards.  He lectures, sets examination papers and evaluates results at undergraduate level in integrated pathophysiology, anatomy, physiology and organ system pathophysiology.  He supervises up to 15 postgraduate students at any one time.  

Prof du Toit has worked very closely with world-renowned urologists and gynaecologists, pathologists, psychologists, sexologists, social workers, scientists, technologists and representatives of pharmaceutical companies in managing Assisted Reproductive Technologies.  He has presented numerous papers and posters nationally and internationally and could be classified as an expert in his field.

Research expertise and focus

· Bio-ethics and human reproduction

Research projects

· Currently spearheading the creation of national guidelines for health ethics in South Africa, incorporating guidelines for clinical trials and good laboratory practice in line with international standards.  The project is driven by the Minister of Health and the Medical Research Council. 

· Research projects include the importance of bio-molecules in the colonisation of certain human pahtogenes.

Academic outputs over the past five years

· Supervision of doctorate studies: four completed. 
· Supervision of master's degree studies: ten completed.
· Co-supervised two other postgraduate degrees.

· Author and co-author of over 42 publications, 150 papers and posters, focusing mainly on reproductive physiology, presented at national and international level.

Academic and professional associations

· Ministerial appointment to the Board of the Medical Research Council (MRC) since 1998.

· Appointment to the Ethics, Transformation and Awards Committees of the MRC since 1998.

· Ministerial appointment to the Health Research Ethics Committee of the National Department of Health.  Spearheading the creation of national guidelines for health ethics in South Africa, incorporating guidelines for clinical trials and good laboratory practice in line with international standards.

· Reproductive Biology Society of South Africa.

· Medical Technology Society of South Africa.

· Clinical Technology Society of South Africa.

· Physiological Society of South Africa.

· In 1998, Prof du Toit was invited to become a member of the South African Academy of Science and Art.

Licenses and registrations

· Registered as a Natural Scientist with the South African Council for Natural Scientists (Pr Sci Nat).

· Registered with the Health Professions Council of South Africa as a Medical Scientist (Biological Sciences) and as a Clinical Technologist (Reproductive Biology).

Research committees

· Medical Research Council Ethics Committee

· National Health Research Ethics Committee

· Work Group for Ethics related to Human Cloning of the Departments of Health and Foreign Affairs

External examiner

· Faculty of Medicine, University of Pretoria 

· Medical Research Council

· Technikon Free State

· Technikon ML Sultan

· Technikon Northern Gauteng

Research environment

· Clinical medicine.

Focus area

· Quality of Life

