CITIZEN (Second Edition) 07 Sep 2012 Page 8 



R576 000 damages from cops 
THE Minister of Police has been ordered to pay R576 000 damages to a young Mpumalanga student who lost his eye when police shot him in the face with a rubber bullet. Judge Elias Matojane granted an order in the North Gauteng High Court this week, ordering the police to compensate Makhosonke Lucky Hlazana, a human resources management student at the Tshwane University of Technology in Nelspruit. According to court papers, Hlazana was walking in the street in Kanyamanzane in February 2007 when he suddenly heard the sound of rubber bullets and looked around to see what was happening. He heard people shouting and crying, and fell to the ground with unbearable pain in his head. He struggled home and his family took him to a local clinic, from where he was referred to a provincial hospital, where his eye was removed later the same day due to the extensive trauma caused by the rubber bullet. The police initially claimed Hlazana had been part of a crowd who attacked members of the police by throwing stones and bottles at them, injuring a policewoman and damaging a police vehicle. Hlanzana will battle to find work on the open market because of his disability, with his limited vision. The police claimed minimum force had to be used to disperse the crowd and ward of the attack. Hlazana, however, claimed he was walking on the side of the road and was not part of the fleeing crowd when he was shot. He claimed he had been deliberately targeted as he was struck by a direct hit to the face and that the police had used excessive force. According to a medical report Hlazana, who was an active energetic teenager before the tragedy, now suffered from Post Traumatic Stress and depression. He will battle to find work on the open market because of his disability, with his limited vision affecting even a simple task such as driving. Hlazana had plans to drive heavy duty trucks during holidays to pay for his studies, but this had become impossible. According to a psychologist the incident had left deep emotional scars and Hlazana needed intensive psychotherapy. 
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Stage is set for a white Sarafina in new production of classic 
JOSIAS Dos Moleele is confident all will go well when his version of the musical Sarafina hits the stage next month. This is despite his casting a white woman, 20-year-old student Suzaan Helderberg, as the character Sarafina. Dos Moleele, along with the show's producer Vusabantu Ngema — a cousin of stage legend Mbongeni Ngema, who wrote the original musical — are working at sharpening their muses ahead of the show's premiere on October 11 at Tshwane University of Technology's Breytenbach Theatre. As is the norm with musicals, members of the cast will alternate during the show's run - with the "other" Sarafina being a black woman, Boitumelo Lesejane, also 20. The production is called Sarafina: In Black and White. Dos Moleele said: "We looked at the students [from Tshwane University's department of the performing arts] on merit. "Initially I thought it [the person who plays Sarafina] must be a black student, but even she [Lesejane] didn't know the history of the country and her people - she grew up in suburbia. "Actually both girls were blank [ignorant of the 1976 uprising] and I realised it had nothing to do with colour." The large cast of 34 will be taken on a few excursions, including to the Apartheid Museum, to improve their knowledge of South African history ahead of opening night. Dos Moleele admitted if the production opened now, his cast would not be ready to take on the story about pupils protesting against Afrikaans as the medium of instruction at schools during apartheid. The stage musical has been adapted into a film featuring US star Whoopi Goldberg and Leleti Khumalo. Dos Moleele said: "What's interesting is watching a white girl talking about the struggles of black people - it's a different feeling watching it from a 2012 point of view. Both sides [of the racial line] will have something to think about. "What I'm also finding is there is a huge, huge need for modern youth to know about our history. "A lot of them [members of the cast] were very ignorant [about South African history] and some said they weren't interested in that era. I told them that the importance of history was to learn not to repeat it in your time. "You wouldn't wish to go back there [the apartheid era]." Sidney Agnew and Letshego Seekoe have been signed on as choreographers, and Pule Makona will assist musical director Rostislava Pashkevitch. The music in the show will include that of Ngema and Hugh Masekela. The production will run until October 20. 
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DAILY SUN, Buzz
Mabongi releases her debut album. Music is the most important thing in her life and, using her talent, Mabongi Mabaso (26) wants to share God's word with the world. Speaking to SunBuzz, the gospel singer said she has been singing since she was a child and is overjoyed at being given the chance to show her talent. She said her recently released debut album, Tshama, urges people to stay in the presence of the Lord so they can claim his blessings. The album is a fusion of genres and many tracks have a very jazzy sound, especially Holy, Bayethe, Somandla and Lekunutung. Mabongi said: "I did not intend to release my album this year, but I was very happy when my manager and owner of my record company, Nhlanhla Silaule, approached me with the offer. "I have always dreamt of releasing my own album and my dream has finally come true!" The album was produced by award-winning singer Wandile Moya, popularly known as Afro'traction. "I was thrilled when my manager told me that Wandile was going to produce my album because I have always admired him. "He was a friend of my uncle's when I was growing up in Bushbuckridge, Mpumalanga," she said. Mabongi is currently completing a music degree majoring in jazz at the Tshwane University of Technology. "Even though I am studying jazz, I live and breathe gospel music," she said. One of the highlights of her year was when she was one of the 12 finalists in the Southern African Music Rights Organisation's competition to win a scholarship overseas. "I was disappointed when I did not win because it has always been my dream to study overseas, but I believe it will happen when the time is right," she said. Mabongi started her career as a back-up singer and has worked with musicians like Avis, Tebs David, Go Explo and Bongi and Collin.   
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Sarafina goes black and white - literally 
JOSIAS dos Moleele is confident he will avoid the wrath similar to the one endured by Sello Maake kaNcube when his version of Sarafina the musical hits the stage next month. This is despite him casting a white Sarafina in 20-year-old student Suzaan Helderberg. Dos Moleele, along with Vusabantu Ngema - the producer and cousin of veteran Mbongeni Ngema, who wrote the original musical, book, music and lyrics - are working at sharpening their muses ahead of the premiere on October 11 at the Tshwane University of Technology's Breytenbach Theatre. But, as is the norm with musical productions, the cast will alternate - the "other" Sarafina is black, in Boitumelo Lesejane, also 20. The production is called Sarafina: In Black and White. The large cast of 34, ahead of the first night, will be taken on a few excursions including to the Apartheid Museum to sharpen their history knowledge. Dos Moleele admitted if the production had to begin today, his cast wouldn't be ready to take on the story - about pupils protesting against Afrikaans as the medium of instruction and the apartheid regime. The stage musical was adapted into a film, which featured US star Whoopi Goldberg and Leleti Khumalo. Dos Moleele said: "What's interesting is watching a white girl talking about the struggles of black people - it's a different feel watching it from a 2012 point of view. Both sides [of the racial line] will have something to think about." Sidney Agnew and Letshego Seekoe were signed on as choreographers, while Pule Makona would assist musical director Rostislava Pashkevitch. The music will include that of Ngema and Hugh Masekela - courtesy of sound engineer Freddy Malesa. Performances will start at 8pm at the Breytenbach Theatre from October 11 to 20, and matinee performances will be on October 13 and 20 at 3pm and October 16 and 18 at 4pm. Tickets are R100 with block bookings charged at R90. 
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A white Sarafina? Eish! 
JOSIA Dos Moleele is confident that he will avoid the sort of wrath endured by Sello Maake Ka-Ncube when his version of the Sarafina musical hits the stage next month. This is despite his casting a white 20-year-old student, Suzaan Helderberg, as Sarafina. Dos Moleele and Vusabantu Ngema — the producer and cousin of Mbongeni Ngema, who wrote the original, book, music and lyrics — are working at cultivating their muses ahead of the premiere of their Sarafina on October 11 at the Tshwane University of Technology's Breytenbach Theatre. But, as is the norm with musical productions, the cast will alternate: the other Sarafina is black. She is Boitumelo Lesejane, also 20. The production is called Sarafina: In Black and White. Dos Moleele said: "We looked at the students on merit. At fust, I thought it must be a black student, but even she didn't know the history of the country and her people — she grew up in suburbia," he laughed. "Actually both girls were blank, ignorant on the 1976 uprising, and I realised it had nothing to do with colour." The large cast of 34, ahead of the first night, will be taken on excursions to sharpen their knowledge of history. They will visit the Apartheid Museum. Dos Moleele admitted that if the production were to open today his cast would not be ready to tackle the story, which is about pupils protesting against Afrikaans as the medium of instruction and the apartheid regime. The stage musical was adapted into a film that featured US star Whoopi Goldberg and Leleti Khumalo. Dos Moleele said: "What's interesting is watching a white girl talking about the struggles of black people —it's a different feel watching it from a 2012 point of view. Both sides [of the racial divide] will have something to think about. "What I'm also finding is that there is a huge, huge need for modern youth to know about our history. A lot of them were very ignorant, and some said they weren't interested in that era — I told them that the importance of history was to learn and not repeat [old mistakes]. You wouldn't wish to go back there [to the apartheid era]." Sidney Agnew and Letshego Seekoe were signed on as choreographers, and Pule Makona will assist musical director Rostislava Pashkevitch. The music will include that of Ngema and Hugh Masekela, courtesy of sound engineer Freddy Malesa. 
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From graveyard of ambition to successful career 
I WORKED for Anglo Coal Landau Colliery in Witbank, Mpumalanga. At the mine my job title read "general labourer". The work at the mine was physically demanding and certainly not the place to start your working career from. At the mine the environment and culture was that from a previous era - the 1980s. The place and its people stunted all aspirations and dreams and it was a graveyard of ambition. I knew that if I was to stay on any longer it would break my spirit. While working at the mine I studied through Unisa, but I had a burning desire to leave work to study fulltime. I remember my parents not supporting my decision, telling me I have to grow up and be a man. Halfway through the first quarter I received a letter from JB Marks Education Trust Fund, confirming my funding for the full course. My job title now reads "principal statistician". I have since helped my sister through university. She received her B Tech: IT: Business Applications from TUT. The bursary from JB Marks was a gift from God. I thank the then National Union of Mineworkers leadership, for their foresight in establishing this fund that has helped many poor black youngsters from the rural mining towns, where young black people are expected to accept their lot in poverty. This fund has help stunt the destructive cycle of poverty among our people. 
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Distinguished Young Women Scientists Physical and Engineering, Sciences, Social Sciences and Humanities 
Winner Dr Rapela Regina Maphanga 

Dr Rapela Regina Maphanga completed her PhD in Physics from the University of Limpopo in 2005. Dr Maphanga is currently a senior researcher at the university's materials modelling centre, which she joined in 2007, following her postdoctoral research on computer simulations of energy-storage device materials. Her research focuses on computational modelling of cathode materials for lithium-ion batteries that are used in energy storage devices. Her primary research interest is theoretical or computational modelling of materials, using both first principle and atomistic simulation methods. This involves prediction of the structure, mechanical, thermal, transport and electronic properties of advanced materials using first principle calculations and classical atomistic simulations. Dr Maphanga has published her research findings in high profile scientific journals and is a junior associate at the Abdus Salam International Centre for Theoretical Physics in Italy. She has supervised to completion one PhD, four Master's and six honours students. She has published 13 articles in peer reviewed journals. Dr Maphanga was a visiting researcher at University College London, UK, in 2010 and 2011. She represented South Africa during the World Economic Forum's annual meeting of the New Champions in China in 2011, and was selected as member of the Global Young Academy, including being a member of the academy's science education and women in science working groups. She served on the Women in Physics in South Africa group from 2009 to date. In 2012 she was featured in Mail & Guardian's Top 200 Young South Africans and the Book of South African Women. Dr Maphanga is also a science advisor for Wiley Publishing. 

Runner-up Dr Khoboso Christina Lehloenya obtained her PhD (Agric) in Animal Science at the University of the Free State in 2008. Immediately after graduating, she worked at the same university for six years, first as a junior lecturer and later as lecturer. She is currently a senior lecturer at the Tshwane University of Technology. Dr Lehloenya's research focus is the use of assisted reproduction technologies in farm animals as a breeding management tool to speed up the genetic progress and to conserve valuable genetic material. She received NRF Thuthuka funding for her research in the same field during her doctoral studies. Dr Lehloenya has supervised four postgraduate students, published 16 journal articles and five peer-reviewed conference papers/abstracts, and has contributed to 26 peer-reviewed conference proceedings. She is a reviewer for a number of local and international journals, serves as an editorial board member of Small Ruminant Research Journal and is a council member of the South African Society for Animal Science (2011-2013). She was invited by the European Embryo Transfer Association (Chester, UK, 2011) to give a talk in a workshop entitled "Multiple Ovulation and Embryo Transfer in Goats: the South African perspective". Dr Lehloenya's application of her research work in projects that directly benefit the community was recognised through an honorary award for community service at the University of the Free State. She was also a recipient of both a Junior Researcher Award in 2010 and an Emerging Female Researcher Award in 2012 from the Tshwane University of Technology. Dr Lehloenya is an NRF Y-rated researcher. 

Prof. Sarojini Nadar completed her PhD at the University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN) in 2003, at the age of 27. Prof. Nadar was recently appointed as UKZN's College of Humanities' Dean of Research, and is Associate Professor in the Gender and Religion Programme at the School of Religion, Philosophy and Classics. Coming from a working-class background, her road to academic success was not an easy one. The youngest of seven children, she was the only one in her family to finish high school and go to university. Her childhood experiences sparked her research interest in gender-based violence, particularly the role of systems such as religion in either maintaining and promoting such violence, or preventing it. Prof. Nadar has researched and published widely in the field of feminist biblical hermeneutics, with a special focus on HIV and Aids, gender-based violence, masculinity and sexuality. She also has a special interest in studying and developing theories of feminism in Africa. Prof. Nadar received the University Research Award for Top Published Woman Researcher (2009), and she was also among the Top 30 Researchers at UKZN in 2010. In 2008 she was profiled as one of the leading South African women in her field in the Mail & Guardian Book of South African Women. The book, African Women, Religion, and Health: Essays in Honour of Mercy Amba Oduyoye (New York, NY: Orbis Books, 2006), co-edited with Isabel Phiri, apart from winning an international award, was also awarded the 2006 UKZN Annual Book Prize for Best Edited Book. Prof. Nadar is an NRF-rated scholar, has co-edited five books and published more than 30 articles in peer-reviewed journals and more than 15 chapters in books. She is an editor of the Journal of Gender and Religion in Africa, the only academic journal in Africa which focuses on the interface between gender and religion, and sits on several international journal editorial boards, including Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion, based at Harvard University in the US, as well as Women's Studies International Forum, based in the UK. Runner-up Prof. 

Prof. Hanri Mostert's undergraduate studies in humanities and law at Stellenbosch University piqued her interest in the resource potential of land. Prof. Mostert's doctoral studies pursued the question of how land, as a scarce resource of great public importance, could be appropriately regulated, with simultaneous acknowledgement of private claims to it. Her appointments at Stellenbosch University (2001 and 2008) and the University of Cape Town (since 2008) allowed her to share her insights with new generations of property law students. Prof. Mostert's work has had an impact, both locally and internationally, through her appointment as a visiting professor at the Rijksuniversiteit Groningen in the Netherlands, her involvement in the International Alliance for Land Tenure and Administration and her work supporting the South African Law Commission, the World Bank and international and national litigation. She has addressed issues of constitutional property protection, landlessness, tenure security, restitution, nationalisation, land governance and mineral resource regulation. Prof. Mostert has 40 publications and is writing a book series dealing with the mineral laws of Africa. She is also working on a series of opinion pieces on law with Juta Law Publishers. Prof. Mostert holds a B-rating from the NRF and held fellowships of the Commonwealth Programme, the Max Planck Foundation, the German Academic Exchange Service and the Alexander Von Humboldt Foundation. 
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	The Loerie Awards accreditation process fair

	The Loerie Awards CEO, Andrew Human, has denied claims that their media accreditation process is a mess; hence he says they have not banned any Journalist from attending the event. 
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