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Academic Committee (AC) meeting 

The following matters were discussed at the Academic Committee meeting held on 

13 May 2010:
PERSONALIA/COMMUNICATION BY THE CHAIRPERSON/MEMBERS:

· A presentation was made by Dr Phillip Boni, the Project Manager and Director of Diagonal Projects Africa, on the progress made with the I&E Funding Project;
· Dr Mukhola was recovering from a recent operation;
· Condolences to Dr Motshekga-Sebolai for the passing away of her husband;
· Prof P Ngobeni was congratulated on his recent appointment as the Associate Dean in the Faculty of Science;
· One student form the Faculty of the Arts had won an award in the area of jewelry, more than one hundred entries had been received. The student would enrol for an internship programme in London the following year;
· The Annual HEDS Research Indaba would take place on 2-4 June 2010 in the FNB Auditorium.  
1.
Matters arising from the previous meeting:
1.1
Stakeholder summit on higher education transformation
· The Stakeholder Summit on Higher Education Transformation was held on 22-23 April 2010 in Cape Town;
· The focus of the summit was to reflect on what had transpired within the higher education sector in the past 15 years and the reaffirmation that the fundamental principles in White Paper III were still applied.

1.2
Drop-out questionnaire
· Strategic Management Support had held discussions with the Student Affairs and Residence Operations (SARO) and Student Development and Support (SDS).  A meeting would be held with the National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) soon regarding the matter;
· Feedback regarding the item would be presented at a future meeting of the Academic Committee.
1.3
Recommended rates for part-time lecturers
· The item was deferred to the next Academic Committee meeting. 
1.4
Office hours and professional conduct of staff
· The item was moved to the pending list section of the agenda for future discussion.
1.5
Reviewed policy on the termination of service
· The policy was approved at the meeting.  
1.6
Promotion of academic staff
· The item was deferred to the next Academic Committee meeting. 
2.
STANDING MATTERS

2.1
Relocation

· The main concern with regard to relocation was about security;
· Concern that a lot of money was available but could not be used due to security 
issues.

2.2
Quality Matters

· Academic quality reviews or quality update, a number one risk for the university, should be a standing item on the agendas of risk management, faculty and departmental meetings;
· The Quality Promotion department should present regular synopsis and short reports on academic quality matters to the Academic Committee. 
2.3.
Co-Operative Education Activities

· The report of the CECC meeting held on 19 March 2010 and the Student 
Consent Form for WIL/Employability placements served at the meeting;
· An MoU had been signed with the South African Society of Cooperative 
Education (SASCE) and MERSETA, with the involvement of the Minister of 
Higher Education;

· Cooperative Education in collaboration with the Human Resources 
Development was actively involved with the Transport SETA.
2.4       Risk working Group: Academic Environment

· The Academic Risk Working Group had held regular meetings and all faculties and deans had submitted their risk registers, in different formats.  It had been agreed that one approved standard format for risk registers would henceforth be used.
2.5
Management model for distant campuses


The Management model for distant campuses was approved and submitted to the 
Institutional Planning and Operational Committee (IPOC) for approval.
2.6
Success rate sub-committee

· The Success Rate Sub-Committee had held a meeting on 12 May 2010 regarding ways to improved the quality of teaching;
· A special Academic Leadership Programme where all faculties would be awarded an opportunity to make presentations on the success rates and to reflect on the academic work of the previous year had been arranged.
2.7
Task team on student academic matters
· Members were requested to submit inputs on the draft policy of Academic Exclusions by 24 May 2010;
· The final version of the policy would be presented at the next AC meeting;
· The task team on student academic matters should address the issue relating to the assistance of suspended SRC students regarding their studies.
3.
NEW MATTERS

3.1
Financial growth strategy for 2010 - 2013
· The document was approved and submitted to the Institutional Planning and Operational Committee (IPOC) for approval.
3.2
Matters referred from Senate: Foundation provisions at TUT
· The matter would be discussed at the TLT Exco meeting and in detail at the next AC meeting.
3.3
Examiners and moderators: Faculty of Science
· The applications should be redone on the prescribed forms and presented at the next Academic Committee.
3.4
Progress report on the PQM-HEQF alignment: April 2009 – April 2010
· The document would be used as a guideline for a period of time and faculties who required to make changes to programmes should bring the requests to the Academic Committee.
3.5
Proposed Academic Core Calendar 2011
· The item was referred to the task team on student academic matters, a sub-committee of the Academic Committee.
3.6
RESSS policy
· The deans should present the RESSS policy to their respective faculties and proved feedback to Dr van Ryneveld by 24 May 2010;
· The final version of the policy would be presented at the AC meeting scheduled for 1 June 2010 or 20 July 2010.
3.7
Appointment of Prof H Haag as Professor Extraordinaire: Faculty of Science

· The application was approved.
4.
SUPPLEMENTARY MATTERS

None
5.
Pending Matters
5.1
Policy on prescribed teaching and learning materials

The policy was approved.
5.2
Policy on safekeeping of assessment records


The members should submit comment on the policy to Mr Mushaathoni by       
31 May 2010.
5.3
Policy on principles of assessment of learning

The item would be discussed at the TLT Exco meeting and feedback would be 
presented at the next AC meeting.
Next Academic Committee meeting: Tuesday, 1 June 2010
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