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Academic Committee (AC) meeting 

The following matters were discussed at the Academic Committee meeting held on 

1 June 2010:
PERSONALIA/COMMUNICATION BY THE CHAIRPERSON/MEMBERS:

· A presentation was made by Microsoft and Pearson Education about the progress made so far in terms of the piloting sessions of the e-Learning tutors concept within several university departments;
· Dr Mukhola was welcomed back after a recent operation;
· Dr Sauer was welcomed, who would henceforth attend meetings of the Academic Committee;
· One of the electronic librarians had been appointed to the advisory group that would investigate the needs for electronic information by academic staff, students and researchers within research councils in the country.  The aim of the group was to advice the Minister of Science and Technology on those needs of establishing and developing researchers;
· The Chairperson announced the appointment of Prof Molefe as the Acting Vice-Chancellor and urged committee members and staff to work together with him;
· The TUT Council had made a request to managers and submit names of staff members in acting positions;
· The permanent appointment of the VC would  be finalized first and other vacancies would be filled thereafter;
· Prof Marais, Dr Sirayi and Dr Tromp, the Chief Financial Officer had been invited to participate in the EMC meetings.
1.
Matters arising from the previous meeting:
1.1
Annual HEDS Research Indaba
· The annual HEDS Research Indaba was held on 2-4 June 2010.  Details of the indaba were distributed to all staff members through eTutor.
1.2
Draft Guidelines for Qualification – linked promotion: Academic and Higher 
Education and Development and Support Professional Staff 
· The Guidelines for the qualification linked promotion for academic and higher education and development and support professional was approved and referred to the TLT Exco to find ways of implementing them;
· The document would serve as an addendum to the existing policy and should be presented to all relevant structures for approval.
1.3
Matter referred from Senate: Foundation provisions at TUT
· The SRC members’ concern about the main purpose of foundation programmes was referred to the task team on student academic matters.
1.4
Examiners and Moderators: Faculty of Science
· The applications of examiners and moderators from the Faculty of Science were approved.
1.5
Proposed Academic Core Calendar 2011
· The Academic Core Calendar for 2010 and 2010 was approved;

· Status quo would remain for 2010 and 2011 pending research that would  be conducted amongst students on whether they preferred to write supplementary examinations immediately after the main examinations or early in the following year.  
1.6
RESSS Policy
· The deadline for inputs and comments from faculties was extended to mid July 2010;
· A final version of the policy would be presented at the Academic Committee meeting scheduled for 20 July 2010 for approval. 
2.
STANDING MATTERS

2.1
Relocation

· No report was submitted.
2.2
Quality Matters

· The matter was deferred to the next meeting. 
2.3.
Co-Operative Education Activities

· The following two documents were noted by the members:

“Proposed landscape of the SETA arrangement”, which was in relation to 
funding experiential learning opportunities;


The “Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between MERSETA and the SA 
Society for Cooperative Education”.

2.4       Risk working Group: Academic Environment

· The Academic Risk Working Group had not met since the last Academic Committee meeting and therefore there was no substantive update to be provided.
2.5 
Success rate sub-committee

· In future, only the minutes of the Success Rate Sub-Committee would be presented to the Academic Committee.
2.6
Task team on student academic matters
· A special meeting of the task team on student academic matters scheduled for 25 May 2010 did not take place.  The meeting would be rescheduled, preferably for the beginning of the next semester.
3.
NEW MATTERS

3.1
Financial growth strategy for 2010 - 2013
· The following members were appointed to a task team that would deal with Objective 3 of the Financial Growth Strategy for 2010 – 2013:
Academic: Dr Wessels, Dr Nesamvuni, Prof Munroe and Prof Joubert

CRIC: Dr Msibi and two Professors of R&I.

3.2
Examiners and Moderators: Faculty of Information and Communication 
Technology
· The applications from the Faculty of ICT were approved.
3.3
Devolution of some Senate academic responsibilities to the Faculty
· The proposal of the establishment of a small committee to determine what should go to Senate and what could be dealt with at faculty board level should not be carried forward.
3.4
Approval for the change of assessment type – changing of assessment method 
for RMD511C (Research in Information Networks)
· The application was approved for the change of assessment type and presented to SENEX.
4.
SUPPLEMENTARY MATTERS
4.1
Leave for staff during world cup
· Dr Sauer mentioned that negotiations were underway between labour and management regarding leave of staff members during the World Cup event. 

4.2
Feedback from IPOC on scarce skills policy

· The Institutional Planning and Operations Committee (IPOC) would provide feedback regarding the Scarce Skills Policy.
5.
Pending Matters
5.1
Policy on safekeeping of assessment records


The final version of the document would be submitted at the next Academic 
Committee meeting for approval.
5.2
Policy on principles of assessment of learning

The task team dealing with the matter would meet early in the next semester to 
finalise the policy.
5.3
Drop-out questionnaire


All relevant departments had met to discuss the final recommendations and 
SMS would draft the proposal.

5.4
Recommended rates for part-time lecturers

A task team was appointed to deal with the matter.
5.5
Office hours and professional conduct of staff


The matter had been dealt with and removed from the agenda of the Academic 
Committee meetings.
Next Academic Committee meeting: Tuesday, 20 July 2010
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