Exco Meeting: 31 January 2008
MINUTES

	TSHWANE UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY

FACULTY OF SCIENCE
MINUTES
MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE FACULTY BOARD

THURSDAY, 31 January 2008
08:30 - 13:00
Board Room, Building 1-109, First Floor, Arcadia-Campus


	1.
	OPENING AND WELCOME
The Executive Dean informed the meeting that Dr Todd Maja would act as Chairperson on his behalf, although he would attend the meeting as well.
A special word of welcome was extended to Ms Matete Madiba and Ms Jeannie Snyman, who gave a presentation to Exco members regarding the new HEQF. 

	

	2.

	PRESENTATION - HEQF

· Ms M Madiba informed Exco members regarding the new HEQF. A document with guidelines for the implementation of the new HEQF was handed out to HoDs and they were requested to start with the planning of implementing this new framework.

· The following document was also submitted to members: “Faculty of Science: HEQF Planning for 2008”.
· Two HEQF discussion sessions will take place on 14 February 2008 (14:00–16:00) and 28 February 2008 (14:00–16:00) in the Boardroom, Building 1, Arcadia Campus, to discuss this new framework.  HoDs and Task Team members were requested to attend these discussion sessions.

	

	3.
	ATTENDANCE
A signed attendance list is available.
Apologies:

Apologies were received from the following members:

· Prof AL Toriola  (Ms Y Paul attended on his behalf)

· Dr JL Maree  (Ms R du Pokoy attended on her behalf)

· Ms Petra Andrione

· Mr Peter Rabotho

· Ms Tanya Coetzee

· Ms Louise Viljoen


	

	4.
	ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PERSONALIA 
From the Dean’s Office:
· The match-and-place process for academic staff of all the faculties is almost done.  Additional guidelines for the matching and placing of support staff  is awaited.
· On 30 January 2008 Dr Todd Maja attended a meeting about collaboration between the Thames Valley University and the Department of Nursing Science, TUT, as well as the Department of Sport, Rehabilitation & Dental Sciences, TUT.

· The Dean informed the meeting that Ms Louise Viljoen (Research Officer) was on sick leave until 11 February 2008.  Ms Natasha Britz (1st year student) was appointed on a part-time basis to assist with research matters.   
From Heads of Departments:
· Biomedical Sciences:  

The CTE will launch its new facility, situated at the CSIR, on Friday, 1 February 2008.

· Biotechnology and Foodtechnology:

Ms E Jordaan, Prof R Roux Van der Merwe, Dr J Badenhorst and Mr Johan Kemp (M Tech-student) attended the following congress:  “The South African Society for Microbiology (SASM)”, Grahamstown, 21-25 January 2008.  Mr J Kemp also presented a poster at this congress.

	

	5.
	SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA (Matters not addressed elsewhere.)
The following items were added to the agenda:

· Appointment of part-time staff at the Department of Crop Sciences.
· Feedback from the Executive Dean’s Office.
· Postgraduate Quality Committee meeting.
· Once-off registration.
· Match and place: Qualifications of staff members.
· Catch-up payment.

· Timetable: Supplementary examinations.

· Biodiversity Act (Act 10 of 2004) – TUT Compliance.


	

	6.
	APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS EXCO MEETING(S)
The minutes of the meeting held on 17 January 2008 will be finalised by Ms Petra Andrione, who is currently abroad.

	Ms Petra Andrione

	7.
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS  
Not applicable.


	

	8.
	STANDING MATTERS

	

	8.1
	MARKETING:
♦
Mr Mario Smit informed the meeting of the following exhibitions that will 
take place in 2008:
· Science Unlimited: 4 – 7 March 2008.
· TUT Open Day: 10 May 2008.

· SASOL TechnoX: 11 – 16 August 2008.
· InCite Science Expo: 15 – 17 September 2008.
♦
All requests for advertising and exhibitions must be forwarded as soon 
as possible in order to plan for 2008 as some exhibitions might overlap.

♦
Lanyards are available at R5.00 each.


	

	8.2
	STUDENT MATTERS

	

	8.2.1
	Recognition of prior learning:  
No applications received for the agenda. 

	

	8.2.2
	Application for granting of status (PGS002):  
No applications received for the Agenda.

	

	8.2.3
	Application for granting of equivalence (PGS002):  
i. The following applications for granting of equivalence for the B Tech: Pharmaceutical Sciences programme were approved:

· Malebatsa, MF   (97197180)
· Maponya, MT   (206261960)

· Mokoka, TI   (204033781)

· Munian, AA  (205048316)

· Ngati, MM  (208212540)
ii. The following application for granting of equivalence for the M Tech: Pharmaceutical Sciences programme was approved:

· Lebitsa, TA  (ID: 8502145417082)

	

	8.2.4
	Application for approval of study field and appointment of study panel (PGS003): 
 No applications were received for the agenda.

	

	8.2.5
	Application for approval of provisional title and confirmation of study panel (PGS007): 
 No applications were received for the agenda.

	

	8.2.6
	Application for approval of an amendment of study panel (PGS007):  
No applications were received for the agenda.

	

	8.2.7 
	Application for approval of final project title and appointment of external assessors:
No applications were received for the agenda.

	

	8.2.8
	Application for approval of final project title: 
No applications were received for the agenda.

	

	8.2.9
	Application for approval of an amendment to the final project title:  
No applications were received for the agenda. 

	

	8.2.10
	Application for approval of an amendment to external assessors:  
No applications were received for the agenda. 

	

	8.2.11
	Application for approval of an addition to external assessors’ panel:  
No applications were received for the agenda.   

	

	8.2.12
	Approval of final results: 
No applications were received for the agenda.

	

	9.
	SHORT LEARNING PROGRAMMES (SLPs)
	

	
	· Application to offer an existing short learning programme:  
    
No applications were received for the agenda. 
· Reminder:  All applications to offer SLPs should be made according to the new policy.
· On an enquiry by HoDs regarding the new policy for SLPs, the Dean undertook to discuss this matter individually with the various Heads of Departments.


	Prof Pieter Marais

	10.
	FEEDBACK FROM MEETINGS, CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS
	

	10.1
	Academic Committee meeting held on 23 January 2008: 
Members took note of the report, as attached to the agenda.
  
	

	10.2
	TLT Exco meeting held on  23 January 2008:  
Members took note of the report, as attached to the agenda.

	

	11.
	APPOINTMENT OF EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSORS 
	

	11.1
	Reappointments:  Extraordinary Professors
The following applications were discussed and approved for the re-appointment of Extraordinary Professors:
· Prof TH Fay
· Prof G Gericke
· Prof M Shatalaov
· Prof P Tittarelli 

	

	11.2
	New appointments: Extraordinary Professors
The following new applications for the appointment of Extraordinary Professors were discussed and approved:
· Dr M Green
· Dr M Maaza


	

	12.
	APPOINTMENT AS PROFESSOR EMERITUS
The following applications for the appointment as Professor Emeritus were discussed and approved:
· Dr HC Herbert Haag

· Prof Lucille L Smith


	

	13.
	MATCH-AND-PLACE PROCESS  
This item was discussed under Item 4 of the Agenda.

	

	14.
	STRATEGIC PLANNING
	

	14.1
	Relocation status in faculties:   
The Dean informed the meeting that the relocation process was on track.  

	

	15.
	NEW MATTERS
None.


	

	16.
	DISCUSSION OF THE SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA:
	

	16.1
	APPOINTMENT OF PART-TIME STAFF AT THE DEPARTMENT OF CROP SCIENCES
Prof PJ Jansen van Vuuren informed the meeting that two permanent posts had been made available in his department, but that permanent appointments could not be made soon.

The Dean confirmed that part-time staff members could be appointed and that the funds concerned could be used for their salaries.
 
	

	16.2
	FEEDBACK FROM THE EXECUTIVE DEAN’S OFFICE
· Dr B Sutherland requested that signed copies of the applications for the appointment of part-time staff be provided to HoDs.  It was noticed that, due to the large number of applications, it would not be possible to provide HoDs with copies of the signed documents. HoDs were requested to keep copies of all documents that are submitted to the Dean’s office for his approval.
· The meeting  voiced concern about the fact that part-time staff do not receive a letter of confirmation of their appointment from the Directorate of Human Resources.
· The Dean undertook to discuss this matter with the Directorate of Human Resources.   

	Prof Pieter Marais

	16.3
	POSTGRADUATE QUALITY COMMITTEE MEETING

Dr B Sutherland requested that a meeting be scheduled for the Postgraduate Quality Committee to discuss urgent matters.


	Ms Tanya Coetzee

	16.4
	ONCE-OFF REGISTRATION

The Dean confirmed that the registration of students in January 2008 was a once-off process.  According to Academic Administration, students who had not passed the prerequisite subjects would automatically be blocked by the IT-system in the second semester. However, HoDs were requested to monitor this situation.
 
	

	16.5
	MATCH AND PLACE: QUALIFICATIONS OF STAFF MEMBERS
On an enquiry by Dr Enslin, the Dean confirmed as follows:

· Copies of the letters handed to academic staff who do not have the required qualifications during the match and place exercise, will be given to the HoDs.
· The period allowed for those staff members to obtain the required qualifications should be determined.
· The Dean undertook to have a meeting with the HoDs concerned before they discussed the matter with those staff members.

	Ms Titia de Beer
Prof Pieter Marais

	16.6
	CATCH-UP PAYMENT

It was decided that a subcommittee would meet on Friday, 1 February 2008 at 12:00 to discuss the applications received from staff for catch-up payment.
The subcommittee consists of the following members:
· Executive Dean

· Mr Attie Botha

· Prof Danie du Toit


	

	16.7
	TIMETABLE: SUPPLEMENTARY EXAMINATIONS

Mr Attie Botha referred to the fact that, every year, students said that they had not been informed in time of the dates of the supplementary examinations, with the result that they did not write those examinations.  He requested that the dates of supplementary examinations be made available to students at the same time as those of the main examinations.

	

	16.8
	BIODIVERSITY ACT (ACT 10 OF 2004) – TUT COMPLIANCE

♦
Mr Attie Botha informed the meeting that he was alerted to the fact that TUT had to comply with the regulations of the Act.  The regulations determine that TUT needs to comply with the following:

· Register and obtain a permit as a Scientific Research Institute - TUT would probably apply on behalf of the entire university.
· Register and obtain a holding permit, which includes collection and transport of listed species.
· Register listed species on campus (gardens).
♦
These regulations regulate the research and holding of all listed, threatened or endangered species.

♦
Mr Botha undertook to forward all relevant documentation to members once it has been received from DEAT.

	Mr Attie Botha

	17.
	NEXT MEETING  
The next Exco meeting (postgraduate matters) will be held on Thursday, 14 February 2008 in the Boardroom, Building 1-109, Arcadia Campus.
  
	

	18.
	CLOSING   
The meeting closed at 13:20.


	

	MINUTES APPROVED:


……………………………………



………………………………..


DR TMM MAJA
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ACTING CHAIRPERSON
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MS ME DIPPENAAR-NEL                                               DATE:  7 February 2008

FACULTY ADMINISTRATOR                                                   
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