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ETHICS REVIEW CHECKLIST
	The following checklist provides a quick way to establish whether your research project involves potential ethical issues.  This checklist must be completed before potential participants are approached to take part in any research.  If you answer YES to any of the items, you MAY require ethical approval for the research project.  Please contact any member of the TUT Research Ethics Committee for guidance.

	
	YES
	NO

	Does the project involve a clinical trial, i.e. the testing of any novel medical or pharmaceutical interventions?
	
	

	Is physiological/physical stress, pain, or more than mild discomfort likely to result from participation in the study?
	
	

	Are drugs, placebos or other substances (e.g. food substances, vitamins) to be administered to the research participants?
	
	

	Is emotional/psychological stress, anxiety, or more than mild discomfort likely to result from participation in the study?
	
	

	Could any research participant or his/her family/community be at risk or be adversely affected by their participation in the research project?  It includes any form of cultural, social or financial risk/harm.
	
	

	Are the research participants asked potentially sensitive, incriminating, confidential or personal questions about themselves (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or their organisation (e.g. work satisfaction)?
	
	

	Does the project require the collection of any body tissues (e.g. muscle biopsy) or fluids (e.g. blood, urine) from the research participants?
	
	

	Does the project involve the use of human/animal specimens and/or samples that were originally collected for purposes other than this research?
	
	

	Will the study involve recruitment of TUT staff and/or students as research participants?
	
	

	Are any of the research participants limited in their ability to give informed and voluntary consent, i.e. a member of a vulnerable population?  This includes clinic patients, TUT staff members, TUT students, children, elderly, terminally ill patients, mentally disabled, institutionalised and prison groupings.
	
	

	Do you have a known/special relationship with any of the research participants (e.g. lecturer-student, practitioner-patient and friend/family relationships)?
	
	

	Will it be necessary for participants to take part in the study without their knowledge and consent at the time (e.g. covert observation of people in non-public places)?
	
	

	Will any kind of incentive (including compensation for time and transport) be offered to research participants? 
	
	

	Are any intellectual and/or cultural property right issues (e.g. traditional healer practices) relevant to the data/results of the research?
	
	

	Does the project involve specialised procedures that are by law reserved for registered professionals, e.g. physicians, biokineticists, nurses?
	
	

	Does the project involve the genetic manipulation/modification of any organism / plant?
	
	

	Does your project involve any experiments on vertebrate animals?
	
	

	Will the research project have a direct impact on the natural environment/ecosystem (e.g. collection of soil samples or plant material, the implementation of a rehabilitation programme and the disposal of chemical waste)?.
	
	

	Has any organization provided financial or in-kind support for this project?  This refers to potential conflict-of-interest issues that may affect the unrestricted publication of the research results.  It includes direct material benefit that the researcher may receive from the sponsoring organization for a contract research project.  However, it excludes bona fide research funding agencies, such as the NRF and MRC.
	
	

	


Source consulted:

Research Ethics Review Checklist (Version 3, May 2007), Canterbury Christ Church University, England.

