COURSE LEVEL

 

This  classification of a course is based on an assessment of the intended level of complexity of  the material associated with the course or the level of comprehension required of students taking the course.  Course level categories are not dependent on the year of study of the curriculum in which courses to be classified appear.

 

For university courses, the following levels apply:

 


Pre-tertiary:  courses usually associated  with secondary school or lower offerings.

 


Lower undergraduate:   courses which require a level of comprehension  normally associated only  with undergraduate diplomas or certificates.

 


Intermediate undergraduate:  courses which  require a level of comprehension  normally associated with a general academic first bachelor’s degree.

 


Higher undergraduate:  courses which require a level of comprehension normally associated with the fourth or subsequent years of a professional first bachelor’s degree.

 


Preparatory postgraduate:  postgraduate courses which require a level of comprehension normally associated with  general academic first bachelor’s degrees  or with undergraduate diplomas or certificates.

 


Lower postgraduate:  courses  which require a level of comprehension normally associated with honours degrees.

 


Intermediate postgraduate (non-research):   courses  offered at a level of comprehension normally associated with masters degrees and which are not part of  a research project.

 


Intermediate postgraduate (research):   research courses at a level of comprehension normally associated with masters degrees.

 


Higher postgraduate (non-research):  non-research courses offered at a level of comprehension normally associated with a doctoral degree.

 


Higher postgraduate (research):  research courses  at a level of comprehension normally associated with a doctoral degree.

 

For technikon courses, the following levels apply:

 


Pre-tertiary:  courses usually related to secondary school or lower offerings.

 


Lower prediplomate (level  1): first year higher education courses  at the level of comprehension of a national certificate.


Lower prediplomate (level 2):  second year higher education courses  at the level of comprehension of a national higher certificate and for which a  level 1 course is a pre-requisite.

 


Intermediate prediplomate (level 3):  third year higher education courses for which a level 2 course is a pre-requisite.

 


Preparatory postdiplomate (level 4):   courses for which a first diploma is a minimum entry requirement.

 


Lower postdiplomate (level 4): fourth year  higher education courses for which a level 3 course is a pre-requisite.

 


Higher  undergraduate (level 4):   fourth year  higher education courses for which a level 3 course is a pre-requisite.

 


Intermediate postdiplomate  or postgraduate (non-research) (level 5):   fifth year higher education non-research courses for which a level 4 course is a pre-requisite.

 


Intermediate postdiplomate or postgraduate (research) (level 5):   fifth year higher education  research courses for which a level 4 course is a  pre-requisite.

 


Higher postdiplomate or postgraduate  (non-research)  (level 7):   seventh year  higher education courses for  which a level 5 course is a pre-requisite.

 


Higher postdiplomate or postgraduate (research) (level 7):   seventh year higher education research courses for which a level 5 course is a pre-requisite.

