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Dear Prof Tycbeka

FUNBING AND AWARDING OF “EXIT LEVEL” QUALIFICATIONS

The Department of Education has received a number of queries from higher education institutions
regarding programmes and gualifications, which in their view have bearn structured to permit a student
o acquire more than one qualification, from a single registration. The Department has been
specifically asked whether students, including those who do not intend to leave the institution, can be
awarded an exit qualification at the end of each specified year of study, in addition to the qualification
they registered for

Institutions have cited the following as examples:

1. The award of national certificates and national higher certificates as specified “exit peints” from
a national diploma

2. The award of a postgraduate diploma or an honours degrees as a specified "exit point” from a
masters degree.

The award of “exit level’ qualifications could potentially lead to the award to a student of up to 3
qualifications from a single registration. This practice could be perceived as either reward for failure or
gratuitous awarding of qualifications. In addition, institutions would be able, for funding purposes, to

claim teaching outputs before the award of the final quaiification linked to a specified programme of
study.
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The Department is concerned about the potential implications of these practices. The two national
policy reports (Report 116 and Report 150), which deal with university and technikon programmes and
qualifications, both stress that any approved pregramme of studies has to be designed holistically, and
cannot be construed as simply the sum of independent paris. In the university example, a programme
leading to @ masters degree with a formal time of two years cannot be taken to consist of an honours-
leve! component Jinked to an independent masters-evel component. In the technikon example, a
programme leading to the award of a national diploma with 2 formal time of 3 years, cannot be
construed as consisting of twa independent certificate programmes linked to & an independent third-
year level undergraduate component.

in this regard, Report 150 states;

“Through successful study it should theoretically (and where applicable) be possible for a
student to consecutively obtain a Nationa! Certificate, a National Higher Certificate, a National
Diploma, a National Higher Diploma/B Tech degree, a Master's Diploma in TechnologyM Tech
degree and a Laureatus in Technology/D Tech degree in a particular field of study, depending
on the highest existing qualification in that particular field" (page 14).

The Department's view is that this paragraph does not support an argument that national policy makes
provision for students who are registered for multi-year programmes to be awarded all exit level
qualiiications plus the final qualification. To the contrary, the policy clearly articulates the hierarchical,
step-by-step, structure of technikon gualifications. In this regard 3 student has first to be registared for
and complete a national certificate , before registering for a national higher certificate, and s on.

In response to queries from higher educaticn institutions, the Department is responding as follows:

Qualifications are to be awarded by institutions to mark the achievement of defined outcomes, not as
compensation for failure at a higher leve, or by default.

If consistent with the qualification design, a qualification with two tiers may enable a successful student
to exit with a less senior qualification having completed the first tier provided that this student has
indicated that he/she does not intend re-registering at the institution.

Yours sincerely

W

MS N BADSHA
DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL: HIGHER EDUCATION




